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Security Arrangement for Delivered Goods. 

This invention relates to a security and temporary storage 
arrangement for delivered goods, particularly for households. 
A particular problem faced by delivery roundsmen is that 
5 the households to which they are to deliver are often empty. A 
problem is also faced by the householder when goods are to be 
delivered, due to the fact that a precise or even approximate 
time of delivery cannot normally be given by the roundsman. 
Thus, the householder cannot plan the day .and must, often stay ' 
Xo indoors many hours before delivery is finally made. 

Where the goods are inexpensive, e.g. milk, eggs etc they 
are often left at the door of the householder. Even then, in 
hot weather, such goods can be severely impaired if left for 
long. m the case of expensive goods, such as a container of 
15 groceries, these obviously cannot be left outside and if the 
groceries inc£ude_Jr^zen_Jood^_Jt is imperative that they are 
''•immediately attended to upon delivery. 

The object' of my invention is to provide a security and 
temporary storage arrangement for delivered goods which can be . 
readily used by a roundsman, even if the householder is away. 

According to this invention, such an arrangement for 
delivered goods comprises a hatch or enclosure defined or 
fitted within an opening through a wall of a building to which 
goods are to be delivered (e.g. in the wall of a house adjacent 
25 the front door), said hatch or enclosure having an exterior 
door which is^lo ckable by the r oundsman after delivery and an 
interior door opening into the building" which^Tan be locked 
from within the building and through which the delivered goods 



20 



can be extracted. 

In a first application, the exterior door could be 
provided with a self -lock ing lock th at can, however, be unlock- 
ed from insideTy the householder . Thus, the exterior door 
could be opened by the roundsman when he calls, but it would 
automaticalJg__lack J after the roundsman _ _hasopened the door, 
deli vered the goods, and closed the door again. ( In this case, 
the householder would extract the delivered goods after 
returning home through the interior door and resgj ^the lock to 
i ts, open position from insi dej To cater for a number of 
separate deliveries, the hatch or enclosure could be divided 
into compartments with a common exterior door and lock, or each 
with its own exterior door and lock. 

In a second application, the exterior door could be fitted 
with a combination lock, in which case a regular roundsman, 
such as a milkman, would know the combination, whereas, for an 
infrequent delivery e.g. from a shop, the householder would 
advise the shop of the combination number when ordering. 
Advantageously, a combination lock could be used of the type 
where the combination numbers can be c haaged-a^ wjJJl so that 
the householder, with prior notification to the roundsman could 
change the number from time to time, or it could be changed for 
a special delivery. 

It will be appreciated that, with either of the above 
described applications, at least one compart ment could be 
chilled, e.g. by a suitable refrigerating compressor, for use 
for perishable goods such as" milk or eggs. ~~ 

In a third application, the hatch or enclosure could be 
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divided into compartments of a unit size, which size would 
preferably be standardised for use by roundsmen, so that each 
compartment could accept a standard storage container sent out 
by a shop, etc with the goods already stored therein. In this 
application, preferably a common exterior door and lock would 
still be provided for normally closing the compartments, but in 
addition, a one-way loc king device would be provided for each 

^' " ' ■ ^ — — ■ ~~~ "S 

compartment^ which could act between a wall of the compartment, 
e.g. the floor, and a. corresponding wall of the storage 
container so that, once delivered into a compartment, the 
locking device would prevent the container from being removed 
through the exterior door, but would permit it to be removed 
through the interior door. 

In order that the invention may be readily understood, one 
15 embodiment, constructed in accordance with the third appli- 
cation discussed above, will now be described with reference to 
the accompanying drawing in which :- 

Figure 1 is an exterior elevation of a security hatch, let 
into a wall of a house, 
20 Figure 2 is a section through the hatch, 

Figure 3 is an interior elevation of the hatch, and, 
Figure 4 is an enlarged detail A of Figure 2. 
Referring to Figures 1 to 3, the front of the security 
enclosure 1 is formed as an opening 2 extending through a brick 
25 wall which is faced with wood and has a sill 3. The opening is 
normally closed by an exte rior door 4 with a handle 5, the door 
being lockaMe__ by a press-button ^ combination lock_ ^ The 
enclosure extends inwardly and comprises a casing structure 7 
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with a series of shelves 8 dividing the enclosure into a number 
of compartments 9. Internally, the enclosure is normally 

closed, in this embodiment by a pair of lockable hinging doors 

10, which take on the appearance of a cloak cupboard within 
the house, the lower part 10a of which can be used for general 
storage. As discussed hereinbefore, each compartment 9 is of 
a standardised unit size so that, if desired, goods can be 
delivered already packed into a standardised storage container 

11. To prevent withdrawal of such a container when fitted 
into a compartment, a one-way lock is u sed, see Figure 4. The 
lock comprises a spring bar 12 upstanding from the floor 13 of 
each compartment, and inclined towards the interior of the 
house. The bottom of each standard container is provided with 
an inclined cooperating recess 14. Thus, when the container is 

15 pushed into the compartment, its undersurface presses the 
spring bar to the floor and this latter then springs back into 
the recess when the container is fully located in the 
compartment. Although withdrawal of the container 11 is 
prevented through the exterior door, it will be appreciated 
that the container can be readily pulled out through the 
interior doors 10. in this embodiment, instead of providing a 
refrigerated compartment, some of the standard sized storage 
containers could be in the form of insulated c old bo xes. 

It will be appreciated that, in this embodiment, although 
the compartments are designed to receive goods already packed 
into standardised storage containers 11, they could also be 
used directly to receive unpacked goods. 

It will also be appreciated that the arrangement could be • 



made more secure by using it in conjunction with a two-way 
phone and/or a camera system so that the householder can 
communicate with the roundsman. As a further feature, a tim e- 

^ 

clock could be installed alongside the exterior door, or within 
the enclosure, to enable the roundsman to record the time of 
delivery. 
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Claiins 

1. A security and temporary storage arrangement for delivered 
goods, characterised in that it comprises a hatch or enclosure 
(1) defined or fitted within an opening (2) through a wall of a 
building to which goods are to be delivered, said hatch or 
enclosure having an exterior doer (4) with a lock (6) which is 
lockable by the roundsman after delivery and an interior door 
(10) opening into the building which can be locked from within 
the building and through which the delivered, goods can be 
extracted. 

2. An arrangement according to claim 1, characterised in that 
the lock (6) of the exterior door is self-locking after use by 
the roundsman, but can be unlocked from within the building. 

3. An arrangement according to claim 1, characterised in that 
the lock (6) is a combination lock of a type with combination 
numbers that can be changed at will. 

4. An arrangement according to claim 1, characterised in that 
the hatch or enclosure is divided into compartments (9) each 
with its own exterior door (4), and lock (6). 

a- An arrangement according to Claim 4, characterised in that 
at least one compartment has a chilling and/or refrigerating 
mechanism associated therewith for perishable and/or frozen 
goods. 

6- An arrangement according to claim 4 or 5, characterised in 
that the hatch or enclosure is divided into compartments of a 
standard unit size adapted to receive a storage container of 
corresponding standard size. 

7. An arrangement according to claim 5, wherein a one-way 
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locking device (12) is provided for each compartment adapted to 
act between a wall (13) of the compartment and a corresponding 
wall of a storage container therefor so that, once delivered 
into its compartment, the container cannot be removed from the 
outside. 

8. An arrangement according to any one of the preceding 
claims, characterised in that it includes two/way phone, and/or 
a camera installation. 

9. An arrangement according to any one of the preceding 
claims, characterized in that a time clock is provided to 
record the time of delivery. 
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